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(2776) Lunaria perennis Mill., Gard. Dict., ed. 8: Lunaria No. 4. 16
Apr 1768 [Angiosp.: Cruc.], nom. utique rej. prop.
Holotypus: “Herbar. Miller” (BM barcode BM000582910).

Philip Miller (Gard. Dict., ed. 8: LunariaNo. 4. 1768) described
Lunaria perennis based on cultivated plants grown from seeds col-
lected in Greece. The species is restricted to many Greek islands in
the south-east of the Aegean Sea. Despite being the earliest binomial
for the species, the name has since been largely neglected and never
accepted in subsequent works. However, it was placed in some earlier
literature, notably Candolle (Syst. Nat. 2: 288. 1821), Don (Gen. Hist.
1: 175. 1831), Steudel (Nomencl. Bot., ed. 2, 2: 77. 1841), and Jackson
(Index Kew. 2: 124. 1895), in the synonymy of Farsetia lunarioides
(Willd.) W.T. Aiton, but then had completely disappeared in subse-
quent taxonomic literature. Aiton’s account (Hort. Kew., ed. 2, 4: 96.
1812), which was the unacknowledged work of Robert Brown, was
based on Alyssum lunarioidesWilld. (Sp. Pl. 3: 461. 1800), the lecto-
type of which, “habitat in insulis Archipelagi Stenosa, Philocandro et
Anapho” [now the East Aegean Greek Islands Donousa, Folegandros,
and Anafi, respectively], is B-WNo. 11947 (selected by Phitos in Strid
& Tan, Fl. Hellen. 2: 225. 2002).

Since Candolle’s (l.c.) work first established conspecificity of
the two names, Alyssum lunarioides, as a basionym, continued to
replace the earlier-published Lunaria perennis until recently, though
under different generic names. Earlier authors such as Aiton, Can-
dolle, Don, Steudel, and Jackson (see above) as well as Nyman
(Consp. Fl. Eur.: 50. 1878), often placed the species in Farsetia Turra
(now tribe Anastaticeae DC.), though since the work of Sweet (Hort.
Brit.: 467. 1826), the general approach gradually switched to accept-
ing it as a member of Fibigia Medik. of Alysseae DC., viz. Fibigia
lunarioides (Willd.) Sweet, as done by Smith in Sibthorp & Smith
(Fl. Graec. 7: 22, t. 625. 1831), Fournier (in Bull. Soc. Bot. France
11: 61. 1864), Boissier (Fl. Orient. 1: 258. 1867), Halácsy (Consp.
Fl. Graec. 1: 83. 1900), Hayek (Prodr. Fl. Penins. Balcan. 1 [in Repert.
Spec. Nov. Regni Veg. Beih. 30]: 426. 1927), Schulz in Engler &
Harms (Nat. Pflanzenfam., ed. 2, 17B: 490. 1936), Cullen in Davis
(Fl. Turkey 1: 358. 1965), Greuter & al. (Med-Checklist 3: 116.
1986), Ball in Tutin & al. (Fl. Europ., ed. 2, 1: 369. 1993), Jalas &

al. (Atlas Fl. Europ. 11: 60. 1996), Phitos (l.c.), Çetin & al. (in African
J. Biotechnol. 11: 110. 2012), and Dimopoulos & al. (Vasc. Pl. Greece
[Englera 31]: 72. 2013). The same concept is adopted by the continu-
ously updated national database Flora of Greece web version III
(http://portal.cybertaxonomy.org/flora-greece/), and the global elec-
tronic resources Global Biodiversity Information Facility (https://gbif.
org), Species 2000 & ITIS Catalogue of Life (https://www.catalogue
oflife.org), The Plant List (http://www.theplantlist.org), and Tropicos.
org (http://tropicos.org), all accessed April 2020, as well as Warwick
& al. (in Pl. Syst. Evol. 259: 249–258. 2006).

Molecular phylogenetic studies by Rešetnik & al. (in Molec. Phy-
logen. Evol. 69: 772–787. 2013) strongly supported maintaining the
species in Alysseae but not in FibigiaMedik. Among the two available
generic names, Acuston Raf. (Sylva Tellur.: 131. 1838) and Pevalekia
Trinajstić (Suppl. Fl. Anal. Jugosl. 7: 10. 1980), the older one has been
resurrected by Španiel & al. (in Pl. Syst. Evol. 301: 2463–2491. 2015)
in a revised circumscription of the tribe, and the species, as A. lunari-
oides (Willd.) Raf., has been included in that work and thereafter in
specialized databases such as AlyBase (http://www.alysseae.sav.sk/)
and BrassiBase (http://www.brassibase.cos.uni-heidelberg.de/) as well
as in the Euro+Med PlantBase (http://ww2.bgbm.org/EuroPlusMed/
query.asp).

A recent rediscovery of the holotype of Lunaria perennis (Al-
Shehbaz & Mabberley in Novon 25: 414–418. 2017) resulted in
validation of the combinations Acuston perenne (Mill.) Mabb. & Al-
Shehbaz and A. perenne subsp. obovatum (Boiss. & Kotschy) Mabb.
& Al-Shehbaz. This approach, necessitated by the strict application of
the ICN (Turland & al. in Regnum Veg. 159. 2018), is currently only
adopted by a few publications (Mabberley, Mabberley’s Plant-book,
ed. 4: 13. 2017; Al-Shehbaz & Barriera in Boissiera 72: 1–192.
2019) and resources such as Plants of the World Online (http://
www.plantsoftheworldonline.org), The World Checklist of Vascular
Plants (https://wcvp.science.kew.org), World Flora Online (http://
www.worldfloraonline.org), and Francis & al. (Update Brassicaceae
Species Checklist v.1.2. 2020, http://ipt.pensoft.net/resource?r=aafc-
brassicaceae-checklist&v=1.2). Since then, the rank of A. perenne
subsp. obovatum has been revised, and the taxon was recognized as
A. petalodes (DC.) Al-Shehbaz (Al-Shehbaz & Barriera, l.c.: 86).
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In summary, there are two epithets related to one species. The
first, “perennis”, appeared in the literature, except for the original
and very few recent publications, exclusively in synonymy and was
universally neglected over the last 120 years (much more if Index
Kewensis is not counted) and is not yet actively involved in current
taxonomic/floristic studies. This epithet has priority over the second,
“lunarioides”, which has been in continuous and unambiguous use
for over 200 years and is still applied nowadays. In our opinion,
retaining the latter epithet in use is clearly preferable for the continu-
ity of nomenclature and now is the proper time to do it before the
neglected epithet becomes widely used in relevant literature. An
argument against rejection could be the rather limited distribution
of the species. We believe, however, that the reasons for rejection
are much more robust and are completely in line with the “Guidlines
for proposals …” (McNeill & al., https://www.iaptglobal.org/taxon-

guidelines), admitting such actions for “preserving a name with lim-
ited usage if the alternative has been almost totally neglected”. There-
fore, we propose rejection of Lunaria perennis in order to preserve
nomenclatural stability through continued use of the widely recog-
nized combinations based on Alyssum lunarioides.
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(2777) Philippodendrum regium Poit. in Ann. Sci. Nat., Bot., ser.
2, 8: 184. Sep 1837 [Angiosp.: Malv.], nom. cons. prop.
Typus: [icon] “Philippodendrum regium” in Ann. Sci. Nat.,
Bot., ser. 2, 8: t. 3. Sep 1837.

(≡) Betula bella Nois. ex Poit. in Ann. Soc. Roy. Hort. Paris 16:
345. Mai 1835 (neotypus hic designatus), nom. rej. prop.

Poiteau (in Ann. Soc. Roy. Hort. Paris 16: 340–353. 1835) pub-
lished an account of a visit to the commercial gardens of Louis Noi-
sette, a well-known French nurseryman of the early 19th century.
This account included descriptions of selected plants in the gardens,
including the following (Poiteau, l.c. 1835: 345): “Betula bella.
Charmant petit arbre pyramidal, très rameux, à rameaux flexibles,
menus, dont la fructification, non encore observée, pourra bien le
faire passer dans le genreMyrica lorsqu’elle sera connue. Après avoir
été longtemps cultivé en serre tempérée, voilà trois hivers qu’il sup-
porte bien en pleine terre à l’air libre. M. Noisette en a beaucoup de
disponibles.” This original French text translates into English as:
“Betula bella. Charming small pyramidal tree, much branched, with
thin flexible branches, of which the fructification, not yet observed,
might well cause it to pass over to the genusMyricawhen it becomes
known. After having long been cultivated in a temperate house, there
have now been three winters during which it has thrived well outside
in the open air. M. Noisette has many for sale.”

Noisette told Poiteau that his plants were propagated from a sin-
gle example he had obtained in England that had been grown from
seeds said to have come from Nepal.

Twoyears later, the plant did produce flowers and seeds. Poiteau
recognised it was not a Betula, but belonged to a genus unknown to
him. Accordingly, he created a newgenus Philippodendrum and gave
the plant the specific epithet ‘regium’ (Poiteau in Ann. Sci. Nat.,
Bot., sér. 2, 8: 183–190. 1837).

However, because Poiteau (l.c. 1837: 185) cited Betula bella
as the name by which the plant had previously been known, the
binomial Philippodendrum regium is superfluous and illegitimate
under Art. 52.1 and 52.2(e) of the ICN (Turland & al. in Regnum
Veg. 159. 2018). Consequently, as Poiteau (l.c. 1837) did not indi-
cate a type for P. regium, the name is automatically typified by the
type of B. bella (Art. 7.5), making a lectotype selection by de
Lange (in New Zealand J. Bot. 46: 385. 2008) of the illustration
in Poiteau (l.c. 1837) ineffective. As no original material of B. bella
exists, by designating that same illustration as its neotype, the
homotypic status of the two names is retained. Betula bella Nois.
ex Poit. (l.c. 1835: 345); neotype, designated here: [icon] “Philip-
podendrum regium” in Ann. Sci. Nat., Bot., ser. 2, 8: t. 3 [follow-
ing p. 384]. 1837.

Noisette’s plant was subsequently recognised as being identical
to the NewZealand endemicPlagianthus betulinusA. Cunn. (in Ann.
Nat. Hist. 4: 25. 1840) [Malvales/Malvaceae], under which name it
continued to be known for the remainder of the 19th century. The
combination in current use, Plagianthus regius Hochr. (in Annuaire
Conserv. Jard. Bot. Genève 10: 16. 1907), was based on Philippoden-
drum regium Poit. without exclusion of B. bella and is therefore also
illegitimate.

Version of Record 1121

TAXON 69 (5) • October 2020: 1121–1122 Earp • (2777) Conserve Philippodendrum regium

https://www.iaptglobal.org/taxon-guidelines
https://www.iaptglobal.org/taxon-guidelines
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7951-1644
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1822-4005
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4587-9608
mailto:omaiosys@yahoo.com.au
https://doi.org/10.1002/tax.12342

