
 246 

 
 

 

Vol. 9, No. 4, December 2020 

 

DOI: 10.7596/taksad.v9i4.2795 
 

Citation: Govorukhina, G. V., Kovaleva, A. V. (2020). A Communicative Component in Higher Education of Russia. 
Journal of History Culture and Art Research, 9(4), 246-250. doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.7596/taksad.v9i4.2795 

 
 

A Communicative Component in Higher Education of Russia 
 
 

G. V. Govorukhina1, A. V. Kovaleva2 
 

Abstract 

This study examines the importance of the communicative component of higher education in 
Russia. The authors point out that communicative technologies have become an increasingly 
important area of education in foreign countries since the mid-XX century. The authors 
analyzed the communicative component of the bachelor’s curriculum in three universities 
(two of federal importance and one regional anchor university). The authors concluded that 
these universities lack a general algorithm of including the communicative component in the 
bachelor's curriculum. Thus, further research into the formation and implementation of 
communicative functions in various educational institutions is required. 
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Introduction 

The development of the society’s communicative functions predetermined the existence of 
several avenues of communicative research. These, among others, include: scientific 
communication [12; 17; 18]; communicative techniques [2; 3]; migration communication [10; 
16]; mass communication [11]; digital communications [15], political communication [19]; 
information communication [1]; communication component of education [4; 14]. 

Most researchers identify three types of education: formal, non-formal, and informal [8]. The 
communicative function in all these education types assumes different forms and uses 
different technologies. However, sometimes these forms and technologies may be outwardly 
similar, differing only in content. 
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• In formal education, the communicative component is realized through: Direct traditional 
educational techniques (lectures, seminars, workshops, conferences, student and teacher 
exchange projects, etc.); 

• Indirect traditional educational techniques (e-learning, distance learning); 
• Innovative technologies (science days, forums, conventions, scientific and educational 

exhibitions, communication platforms, interactive projects, etc.). 

In non-formal education, the communicative function is realized through: 

• Gamified means (quests, flashmobs, etc.);  
• Theatricalization (historical games, historical reenactments, etc.);  
• Contests (“Jeopardy,” trivia nights, etc.);  
• Online events;  
• Science popularization means (university newspapers, magazines, scientific TV films, 

scientific cafes, science festivals, etc.). 

The communicative function of informal education is realized through online interest clubs, 
blogs, social media sites, etc. 

However, formal education still forms the basis of communicative development. In modern 
society, information technologies, especially digital ones, are becoming increasingly 
important, and, therefore, the communication techniques rapidly change. Thus, higher 
education in Russia must prepare future specialists to communicate with each other in the 
changing communicational landscape. This should be done by modernizing the existing 
traditional communication forms and developing new ones. 

Materials and Methods 

The theoretical basis of this study is formed by: 

• The federal law N 149-FZ “On information, informational technologies and the protection 
of information,” dated 27.07.2006 (amended 18.03.2019) [5]; 

• The Executive Order N203 of the President of the Russian Federation “Strategy of 
information society development in Russia until 2030,” dated 9.05.2017 [13]; 

• The Federal Law No. 34-FZ “On Amendments to the First, Second and Article 1124 of the 
Third Part of the Civil Code of the Russian Federation,” dated 18.03.2019 [7]; 

• The Program No 1632-r “Digital economy of the Russian Federation,” dated 28.07.2017 [6]; 
• The curricula of two federal universities and one regional anchor university. 

In this study, the authors analyzed the literature on communication problems and examined 
the curricula of three universities (the units of analysis are communications and 
communication module). 

Results 

The authors analyzed the bachelor’s curricula for 2019 at Altai State University (ASU), Siberian 
Federal University (SFU), and Southern Federal University (SFedU). 

This study aims to assess the study subjects included in the communicative space of education. 

The sampled subjects were chosen by the presence of the “Communicative Module” block in 
their curriculum, or by the terms “communications,” “communication technologies,” and 
“business communication” in the subject name. The curricula of Altai State University and two 
other federal universities are comparable. 

In analyzing the curricula at Altai State University for different fields of study, the authors 
came to the following conclusions: 
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1. There are fields of study in which the “Communicative Module” is formally defined, but not 
all subjects realize the communicative component. These, among others, include: 

a. “Law 101” and “Economic Theory” (in “Applied Mathematics and Computer Science,” 
“Mathematics and Computer Sciences,” and "Fundamental Computer Science and 
Information Technologies” fields of study);  

b. “Economics” and “Legal studies” (“Chemistry” field of study);  
c. “Informatics and Mathematical Analysis Methods” (“Foreign Relations” field of study). 

2. There are fields of study in which the communicative component is contained in the 
electives (mainly in the "Conflict Resolution" field of study, in “Communication Sociology,” 
“Tolerance and Intercultural Communication,” and “Communications in Conflict 
Resolution” subjects). 

3. There are fields of study in which the communicative component is not realized, except in: 

a. “Russian Language and Speech Culture” subject (“Political Sciences” field of study); 

b. “Foreign Language” (“Physics,” “Radio physics,” “Geography,” “Ecology and Environmental 
Management,” “Psychology,” “Jurisprudence,” “Philology,” and other fields of study). 

The curricula of the other two universities do not specify the “Communicative Module” block. 
The communicative component in their curricula is mainly realized via the “Foreign Language” 
subject. In SFedU curricula, some fields of study include such subjects as “Russian Language in 
the Professional Areas” (“Geography”) and “Russian Language in Professional 
Communication” (“State and Municipal Management” and “Jurisprudence”). SFU curricula 
include “Russian language and the Culture of Speech” (“Psychology”) and “Business 
Communication in Russian Language” (“Foreign Relations”). 

Table 1 presents the fields of studies in which the communicative component is taught as a 
part of the bachelor's curriculum. 

Table 1. Subjects with a communicative component of education. 

Subject Field of study 
SFU SFedU 

Business Communications  
Marketing Communications Management  

Computing Systems, Networks and 
Telecommunications 
Efficient Verbal Communication Work 
Communications 

Business Computer 
Science  

Integrated Marketing Communications 101 
Communication Technologies 

Advertising and 
Public Relations  

Marketing Communications in Trade and Services,  
Internet-technologies in Social Communications Service  

Mass Communication Psychology Sociology  
Mass Communication Sociology  Sociology 
Theory of Journalism and Media Communication,  
Professional Communication,  
Media Communication 

Journalism  

Work Communications  
Communication Theory 101  Journalism 

Communication Techniques in Negotiations  Conflict Resolution 
Intercultural Communication and Interaction in 
Society and Social Work  Social Work 

Efficient Work Communication  Jurisprudence 
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Political Communication Sciences  Politology 
Social-Psychological Technologies of Work and 
Interpersonal Relations 
Mass Communication Sociology 

 Foreign Relations 

Communication Competence and Creativity 
Training  Tourism, Hotel 

Management 
Intercultural Communication in a Foreign Language  
Work Communications and Culture of Speech  Hotel Management 

Source: Compiled by the authors. 

Thus, the authors conclude that, in these three universities, the communicative component is 
either absent or realized originally in comparable fields of study. This hinders the formation 
of universal skills, corresponding to the professional standards for these fields of studies 
(although, not all these fields of study are standardized). 

The lack of such skills affects the efficiency of education and can potentially negatively impact 
the alumni’s professional and social lives. 

Discussion 

Presently, most Russian scientists and teaching professionals believe that the communication 
component must be present in all levels of Russian education [9]. 

Since the mid-XX century, several foreign universities (The University of Cambridge, The 
University of Hong Kong, etc.) started training communication professionals and including 
communication studies in other fields of study [12]. 

Therefore, there is a need for a special educator association in Russia to develop and improve 
curricula for communication professionals and other professionals. However today, the 
curricula and subjects must be urgently reformed to include the communication components. 

All these facts presuppose the following: 

1. There is a need for further research on the communicative components in educational 
institutions; 

2. Mass communicative events, such as galas and festivals, must be further popularized; 
3. The demand for researching and popularizing different communication forms and 

technologies is rising. 

Conclusion 

In Russia, communication skills training has become increasingly popular in recent years. The 
communicative component is becoming an integral part of educational activities. However, 
the “Communicative Module” block in the curricula is still not standardized. This block includes 
teaching universal communicational skills and technologies that allow future professionals to 
work more efficiently. 

Therefore, researchers and educators must unite and develop the “Communicative Module” 
standards that would include appropriate teaching and learning materials. 
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