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patterns. A characteristic feature of this ceramic, which distinguished it from a similar Iranian 

and Middle Eastern, is the coloring of the surface with gray or grayish-green paint. It served as 

a background for further painting with kashine and polychrome painting. 

 

It can be suggested that these are fragments of vessels belonging to the family of Vitebsk 

princess. Most likely, these items arrived in Vitebsk, bypassing the exchange of goods: for 

example, Tver Princess Ulyaniya, who became the second wife of Olgerd, brought the Golden 

Horde ceramics to Vitebsk, and maybe this is a gift from Alexander Nevsky to his wife’s parents. 

 

The inclusion of Vitebsk in the extensive network of trade routes connecting Europe with Asia 

stimulated the development of the economy, helped to accelerate the processes associated 

with the strengthening of cultural contacts, the presence of which indicates the integration of 

Vitebsk into the wide infrastructure of international cultural and economic relations during the 

Middle Ages. 

 

Women's Belt from Barrow No. 51 of the Yaloman-II Site (Altai): The Results of 

Interdisciplinary Study and Restoration 

Alexey A. TISHKIN (tishkin210@mail.ru) 

Department of Archaeology, Ethnography and Museology, Altai State University, Russia 

 

Materials from barrow number 51, excavated at the Yaloman-II archaeological site, have 

already been introduced into scientific use and analyzed in a generalized form. Moreover, 

almost every category of discovered products requires special study and restoration. Of 

particular importance is the partially preserved female belt. 

 

The Yaloman-II site is located in the Ongudai district of the Altai Republic (Russia), on the high 

floodplain terrace of the left bank of the Katun River, near the mouth of the Big Yaloman tributary. 

There in the first decade of the 21st century, under the guidance of the author, a small burial 

ground of the Xiongnu time was excavated. Also the research was made into some funerary 

objects of the Rouran period and early medieval Turkic fences. 

 

Barrow number 51 refers to the Ust-Edigan stage of the Bulan-Koby culture and dates to the 

period from the 2nd century BC – the 1st century AD. In the grave pit, a horse was buried above 

a stone box with a burial of a woman aged 20–25 years (the determination was made by D.V. 

Pozdnyakov from the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography SB RAS). 

 

Thanks to a well-fitted stone structure, the space of the burial chamber was partially free from 

soil, which allowed some things from organic materials to be preserved. There was a large dish 

with the remains of a meat dish, a wooden mug, a copper pot and a stone incense burner. On 

the skull of the deceased, a half of a headdress made of fabric decorated with gold badges-

stripes was recorded. In the initial position, gold earrings were found. A cluster of beads were 
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documented in the neck area. From the skull to the pelvic bones, decay and fragments of 

clothing were traced. 

 

The leather belt is pretty well preserved due to the fact that there were bronze objects nearby. 

It was about 1.1 m long and 0.36 m wide. The lower part was preserved much worse, but you 

can reconstruct this part of the costume. The belt consisted of several specially cut strips 

fastened together. The outer side of it was varnished. It was fixed on the bent edges of the main 

leather belt, made its way through holes, into which bronze pegs were inserted and riveted, 

creating the effect of decoration. 

 

According to the conclusion of the candidate of biological sciences M.I. Kolosova (State 

Hermitage Museum (SHM), St. Petersburg), fibers with rounded ends and cavities, the walls of 

which have clear longitudinal thickenings were found in the sample from the belt. The specialist 

concluded that the test sample contains hemp fibers (Cannabis sp.). Based on the available 

data, it can be assumed that the belt was made of “zu jia” leather using dyeing according to 

traditional Chinese lacquer technology where a thin layer of hemp fibers (“xian wei”) dipped in 

lacquer was glued to the base. Then layers of black lacquer and red paint made on the basis 

of cinnabar were successively applied to it. The study of the lacquer-and-paint coating of the 

belt was carried out by an employee of the SHM, candidate of technical sciences O.G. Novikova 

who used various methods. The results are published jointly with the author of the article. A 

comprehensive study showed that the lacquer paintwork has a specific layered structure with 

black and red dichroism. The composition of binders, pigments and fillers of the samples studied 

is characteristic of the ancient Chinese lacquer tradition. 

 

The belt closed with a bronze openwork buckle in the form of a lizard biting its tail. The animal 

is folded not only into an oval. Its upper part is gracefully placed in the form of the number eight. 

Such a sign, applied to objects, meant for the ancient Chinese the wish for fertility. In Chinese 

literature, there is a description of a lizard-like dragon (a monster with the face of a lizard). It is 

possible that this is another totemic zoomorphic image, along with the Moon dragon and the 

phoenix, showing symbols of supreme power in the Celestial Empire, which could be used by 

nomads. 

 

To fix the hanging end of the belt on one side there was a belt keeper. Under the buckle, the 

brown lining is well preserved. It was sewn to a leather base and was something like an 

underwool. The bronze product looked quite expressive against this created background. The 

other end of the main belt had eight holes and was specially cut from two sides to a width of 1.6 

cm in order to thread it in a buckle through the incision in the lining. A copper bell, a fragment 

of a bronze mirror, and a cluster of stone and glass beads were found next to the openwork 

buckle. It is possible that the metal things were in an embroidered handbag, which was 

suspended from a belt. All non-ferrous metal objects were studied using X-ray fluorescence 

spectrometers at the SHM and Altai State University (ASU). 
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Thus, we can conclude that the female belt from barrow number 51 of the Yaloman-II site was 

made using ancient Chinese technology of paint and lacquer coatings and equipped with 

openwork buckle, demonstrating one of the Chinese images reconsidered by nomads. It should 

be noted that the restoration of the surviving part of the belt was carried out by N.P. Sinitsyna, 

restorer of the highest category in fabrics and leather, an employee of the All-Russian Art 

Scientific and Restoration Center named after Academician I.E. Grabar. Currently, this large 

fragment of a unique product is stored in the Museum of Archaeology and Ethnography of ASU. 

It is planned to exhibit a restored archaeological find. 

 

The work on this topic was carried out with the financial support of the Russian Science 

Foundation (project No. 16-18-10033). 
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The Crimean Peninsula played an important role in the development of the Silk Road system. 

This epoch is represented by numerous archaeological and architectural monuments. “Cave 

cities” occupy a unique niche among monuments of that period and include cities, fortresses, 

monasteries, rural settlements, combining ground buildings and buildings carved into the rock 

rooms – artificial caves. This monuments are located on the surface and are constantly exposed 

to adverse natural and man-made impacts. A part of the monuments, unfortunately, has already 

been destroyed. So, the problem of conservation and reconstruction of their historical 

appearance arises. In this scientific study will try to demonstrate such experience using a 3D 

reconstruction, on the example of Church of the Skete in the St. George (Crimean) beam. 

 

Skete community in the St. George (Crimean) beam used to have six small caves. The church 

is one of them. Skete community was located on the western side of the St. George beam. It 

was destroyed during the laying of the railway in the second half of the 19th century. Only traces 

of several rooms remained here by the late 20th century. They are also visible now. The caves 

were located right next to the road to Sevastopol. The information about them can be found in 

the literature of the question. 

 

Zahar Arkas was the first scholar, who published information about this complex. Dubois de 

Montperet called this complex the Skete, he composed its description and plan. Later, this plan 

was copied by Aleksey Uvarov. At the end of the 19th century, the complex and the church were 

investigated in detail by Dmitry Strukov. Alexander Berthier-Delagard writing about the complex 

referred to the information predecessors. This complex was described by Yuri Mogarichev, who 


